“The Department of Music, University College Cork, is delighted to host this exciting initiative by one of the great masters of Irish traditional music, the fiddle player Connie O’Connell.  Connie’s teaching has been at the heart of traditional music studies at University College Cork for nearly forty years and his profile as one of Ireland’s leading fiddle players has brought great honour to the University throughout that time.”
“Here, Connie shares a collection of over sixty recently composed jigs, reels, hornpipes, slides and polkas, and a few of his older compositions which have become popular.  We hope the collection will become a valuable source of new traditional music for musicians and scholars, and that the tunes will give pleasure to many players and listeners for years to come.”
Dr. Mel Mercier, 
Head, School of Music and Theatre, 
University College Cork

“This collection of newly composed tunes is a portrait of an artist; his medium being traditional Irish music. Through his music, Connie O’Connell reveals himself as an artist who is intuitive, sensitive, refined, honest, generous and unassuming.”
“Connie’s total immersion in traditional music give his tunes an organic flavour; they are at one with the core repertoire, they grow from within traditional Irish music and they are likely to feed back into the core repertoire – the individual reinvigorating the collective store. For Connie, the past body of traditional music is not a hefty and inescapable ancestral encumbrance but rather a store from which to forge new melodies.”
Liam O Connor, 

Fiddle-player
“Of the sixty-three tunes I collected in 1992, two were composed by Connie and a third was a version of a tune associated with him.  In the intervening years he has focused more on composition as evidenced by this fine collection of his tunes.  While these compositions are rooted in the tradition, which he values so highly, they bear testament to his individuality within that tradition.  They are profound, personal expressions of Connie and the people, places and events that have inspired and continue to inspire him.”
Sheila Randles, 
M.A. “The Fiddle Music of Connie O’Connell”
